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AVE read a Book, 
= RS call'd, 2. Account of 
the Mature and End 
2 „„ the Sacrament : But 
I think that Account is too ſhort. 
That Text of Scripture, 2 wor#ezor 
me coins & whoyaper,. is not well 
explained. Does not the 5 relate to 
the reel? The Cup is then 
doubtleſs bleſſed or conſecrated to 
be the Sacrament of the Blood of 
Chriſt, the Benefits of which are 
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Monſieur Dailles, in my mind, 
has given a much better Account 
of the Nature and End of the Sa- 
crament, in his Sermon I have 
tranſlated; and which, I think, 
will ſet the. World bertgs to right. | 
And that, you may not bg e d 

againſt him, you may day 
ity he was a firm Fro NN Red 


it, and let Truth prevall., | 


I CoRINTHIANS x. 16. 


The Cup of Bleſſing which we Bleſs, is 
it not the Communion of the Blood 
of Chriſt ? The Bread which we 


break, is it not the Communion of 


the Body of Chriſt ? 


DRAR BRETHREN, 


=J HOSE two Sacraments, which 
3s che Lord Jeſus has inſtituted, 
the one to receive us into the 
2 = J Society of his Church, and 
=D? the other to entertain us there, 
which we —— call Baptiſm, and the 
Holy Supper, carry divers moſt expreſs Marks 
of the divine Wiſdom of their Author. But, 
among others, this ſeems to me moſt conſi- 
derable; That, under the Image of certain 
eaſy and familiar Things and Actions, they 
contain all the moſt profound and moſt ne- 
ceſſary Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion. 
And therefore, St. Paul oftentimes reminds 
B the 
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the Faithful of em, to whom he wrote; 
drawing, from their Conſideration, fine and 
evident Proofs of the Truths, which he 
teaches; and ſtrong and invincible Convic- 
tions of the Errors, which he confutes. 
So, in the Epiſtle to the Romans, to con- 
found the Extravagance of the Libertines, 
who, from the Grace of God, take an Oc- 
caſion to continue in Sin, he repreſents to 
us, that myſtical Death to which 'we have 
been conſecrated by Baptiſm ; in waich, be- 
ing made the fame Plant with Chriſt, we 


are dead, as he on his Croſs, and have left 


Col. ii. 
1 I, 2 


our firſt Life in his Grave, to ariſe with him, 
and walk from henceforth in Newyneſs of 
Life. 

And, in another place, to ſhew the Uſe- 
leſſneſs of carnal Circumciſion, which ſome 


Seducers would introduce among Chriſtians, 


he puts before us the divine and ſpiritual 
Circumciſion, made without Hands, which 
we have received in our Baptiſm ; in which 
we put off not a {mall Part, but the whole 
Body of the Fleſh, and its Sins. This Paſ- 
ſage, from which we have taken the Text 
which you have heard, ſhews us, that he 
makes uſe of alſo the other Sacrament, that 
is, that of the holy Supper, for ſuch Ends. 
For, having a mind to reform the Church of 
Corinth, and to take away the prophane Li- 
cence which ſome took in it, of joining 
themſelves, without ſcruple, in the Devo- 

tions 
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tions of Heathens; being preſent in the 
Feaſts of their Sacrifices, and eating there, 
with them, Things offer'd to Idols; beſides 
many other fine Reaſons, excellently urged 
againſt this Abuſe, he preſſes them alſo by 
the Myſtery of the holy Supper : And, ma- 
king themſelves Judges in their own Cauſe, 
he aſks of them, If that Bread and that 
Wine, which we receive at the ſacred Table, 
are not the Communion of the Body and 
Blood of the Son of God? To leave them 
to conclude from thence, that which he 
touches more expreſly afterwards, That it is 
a moſt evident Impiety and Horror, to go 
about to join the Cup of Chriſt to that of 
Demons ; his Table to that of Devils; the 
divine Blood, and the divine Body of Jeſus, 
our true God and Lord, to the impure Sa- 
crifices of the vain and abominable Idols of 
the Heathens. I grant, that the Heathen 
Idolatry, which was then in vogue at C9- 
rinth, and in the reſt of Greece, having been 
aboliſhed for a long time, both in that Coun- 
try and in all the Weſt, we are not now in 
danger of polluting ourſelves in the Filthi- 
neſs of its Sacrifices; but the Meditation of 
the Leſſon, which of old it drew from the 
Pen of the Apoſtle, does not ceaſe, never- 
theleſs, to be ſeaſonable even now. Firſt, 
we cannot deny, but we have too much 
Commerce with certain other Idols, not leſs 
vain, nor leſs pernicious, nor leſs incompa- 
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tible with Jeſus Chriſt, than thoſe of the 


antient Heathens ; and that we pollute much 
our Bodies and our Souls, in the Services 


and in the Devotions, which the World has 
conſecrated to them. For Covetouſneſs, 


and Luxury, and Debauchery, and Ambi- 


tion, and other Vices, which we are not 
aſham'd to ſerve, notwithſtanding the Pro- 
feſſion we make of Jeſus Chriſt, and of his 
Croſs, are Idols, which God hates; as this 
fame Apoſtle teaches us elſewhere. So that, 
to withdraw ourſelves from their infamous 
and mortal Pollutions, it is very proper, 


Believers, that we think ſeriouſly on this 


Body and this Blood of the Son of God, 
which we have the Honour to communicate 
of; as St. Paul repreſents it to us in this 


Text. But this Meditation is particularly 


neceflary at this time; when being, with the 
Grace of God, to partake of, at the Table of 
the Lord, and to receive there ſolemn] 

from the Hand of his Miniſters, his ſacred 
Bread, and his bleſſed Cup, what can we do 
better, than hear and conſider, with a pro- 
found Attention, that which his Apoſtle 
teaches, of the End and Uſe of this religi- 
ous Action ? For he has compris'd all the 


Myſtery of it in theſe few Words. And to 


clear them, and to give you as much as it 
ſhall be poſſible for us, the Edification we 
owe you, if it pleaſe the Lord, we will con- 
ſider in them two Parts, diſtinctly one after 
another. Fit, 
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Fir, We will examine that which he 
ſays of the Signs, which the Lord has made 
uſe _ and inſtituted in this Sacrament ; to 
wit, The Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs ; and 
the Bread 4%, — 1 

Secondly, We'll ſee that which he attri- 
butes to them; Yo wit, That the Cup is the 
Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ; and the 
Bread likewiſe the Communion of his Bo- 
dy. 


It is a Truth received and confeſſed 

all Chriſtians, antient and modern, that that 
which we call a Sacrament in Religion, is 
a Sign, which conſiſts in a corporeal Thing, 
and in ſignifying another Thing ſpiritual; 
as, in our Baptiſm, Water is the Sacrament: 
that is, the ſacred Sign, which repreſents 
the Grace of God, in Jeſus Chriſt his Son; 
by which we are waſh'd and cleans'd from 
our Sins, and regenerated into a new Life. 
So then, in the holy Supper, it is certain, 
that Bread and Wine are the Sacrament, or 
the ſenſible Thing, which ſignifies the Body 
and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and relates there 

to. But if you aſk of me, why the Lord 
has made uſe of two Things, Bread and 
Wine, in the Lord's Supper, whereas he has 
ordain'd but one in Baptiſm, fo uit, Water? 
T anſwer, 'That he has done fo for two Rea- 
ſons chiefly : The firſt, becauſe his Buſineſs 


being 
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being to repreſent to us the Lord, in the 


State of the violent Death which he ſuffer'd 
for us, having his Blood ſeparated from his 


Body, and ſhed out of his Veins ; that could 


Not be done with one Sign alone ; two were 
| neceſſary for it: One to figure to us his Bo- 


dy, and the other his Blood apart from it. 
Then next, the Lord's Supper being the 


Myſtery of the ſpiritual Nouriſhment, which 


we have moſt perfect and moſt abundant in 
Jeſus Chriſt, it was proper to make uſe of 
in it, the two Parts of bodily Nouriſhment, 


that is, Victuals and Drink; it being evi- | 
dent, that each of theſe two Kinds makes 


only half our Nouriſhment; and is not ca- 
pable, by conſequence, of repreſenting by it 
ſelf, the full and entire Repaſt, which our 


Souls find in Jeſus Chriſt. The Apoſtle 


names here expreſly theſe two Signs, the 


Cup and the Bread; but in another Order 


than the Nature of the Thing, or the Inſti- 


tution of our Lord requires. For whereas | 


our Lord bleſſed and gave the Bread firſt, 
and then afterwards the Cup, according to 


the natural Order of Nouriſhment, in which 


Victuals go before Drink; the Apoſtle 


. ſpeaks here of the Cup before the Bread. 


But that which he does, is by no means to 
overturn the Order eſtabliſh'd by the Lord; 
which he follows exactly and conſtantly him- 
ſelf, in the eleventh Chapter of this Epiſtle, 
where he treats of this Sacrament at large. 

Here, 
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Here, where he ſpeaks of it but curſorily, 
and not to explain it, but only to draw a 
Proof and Clearing of his Exhortation from 
it, he does not exactly apply himſelf to the 
Order of Things; and has mentioned that 
firſt, which came firſt into his Mind. But 
if you inſiſt, that you can't imagine, that ſo 
wiſe a Writer would do thus without ſome 
Reaſon; tho' I think that it is not in ſuch 
{mall Obſervations, that we muſt ſearch the 
divine Wiſdom of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe, 


but rather in the Bottom and in the Truth 


of Things themſelves; I will fay notwith- 
ſtanding to fatisfy you, that he began with 
the Cup, and ended with the Bread ; that 
the Reaſon, which he draws from this chief 
Part of the Sacrament, might be immedi- 
ately connected with that which he fays of 
it, as it is in theſe Words: The Bread which 


ve break, is it not the Communion of the Bo- 


dy of Chriſt? For we being many, are one 
Bread and one Body : For we are all Parta- 
kers of that one Bread; a Connection, which 


| would neceffarily have been broken, if, be- 


fore the adding this Reaſoning, he had | 
ken of the Cup, as was the natural Order. 
This is what I think of it; and I don't 
think any greater Myſtery ought to be 
ſought for in it. But that which the Apoſtle 
ſays of each of the two Parts of this Sacra- 
ment, 1s conſiderable : He fays of the Cup, 
firſt, that it is the Cup of Bleſſing; and then, 
X | Ot 
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not content with that, he adds again, which 
we bleſs, The Word bleſs, in the Uſe as 
well of the holy Scriptures, as of the Few:/h 
Church, ſignifies 20 ſanctiſy by Prayer; as 
St. Paul expreſſes the Force of this Word, 
when he fays in a certain Place, that The 


Tim. w. Creature is ſancti ſied by the Word of Gd and 


Prayer. And Prayers, which are made uſe 
of in bleſſing either Things or Perſons, be- 
ing always join'd with Thankſgiving to God, 
from thence it comes, that 70 bleſs, and fo 
give Thanks, ſignify the ſame thing, and are 
often put one for the other ; as appears from 
the Words of St. Paul, in the 14th Chap- 
| Cor. Av, ter of this Epiſtle: When thou ſhalt bleſs 
16. with the Spirit, how ſhall he that occupieth 
the room of the Unlearned, ſay Amen at thy 
giving of Thanks? Where you ſee that at 
the End, he calls giving of Thanks that ve- 
ry thing, which at the Beginning he had 
called Bleſſing. | 
durchs. And, in the Hiſtory of the Loaves mul- 
Mark vi. tiplied by the Lord, St. Matthew, St. Mark 
MM and St, Luke call to bleſs, that which St. 
6. John calls expreſly 70 yy Thanks. Likewiſe, 
John vi. 1n the Deſcription of the holy Supper, St. 
Mark xir. Marꝶ employs the Word 70 bleſs, in which 
22 St. Matthew, St. Luke and St. Paul made 
Mat. x*Vi uſe of that ro give Thanks. The Uſe and 


27. 


Luke xxii. Effect of this Prayer, or giving of Thanks, 


'uſe of, Food was look d upon as prophane, 
= 
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till it was thus bleſs'd. Then they eſteem' d 
it good and holy; and believ'd that it might 
be eaten with a good Conſcience; and not 
before. But, beſide this Effect, Blefing, 
or giving of Thanks, had yet another in the 
Things of Religion; it is, that from com- 
mon, as they were before, it made them ſa- 
cred, and appropriated and dedicated them 
to the Service of God, and to the Religion 
of Men. It is in this Senſe, that we muſt 
underſtand that which the divine as well as 
the eccleſiaſtick Writers ſay, that the Bread 
and Wine are bleſt d, or that the Lord and 
his Miniſters bleſs or give Thanks in diſtri- 
buting them ; that is, that by Prayer which 
they make to God, they conſecrate them to 
a religious Uſe, to be, from thenceforth, no 
more barely, as they are of their own Na- 
ture, and in common Uſe, proper Suſtenance 
for the Nouriſhment of our Bodies but Sa- 
craments, that is, ſacred Signs of the Body 
and Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This 
is preciſely that which the Apoſtle under- 
ſtands here, when he calls the Cup of the 
holy Supper; the Cup of Bleſſing, that is, ac- 
cording to the Stile of the Hebrews, the Cup 
bleſſed and conſecrated by giving of Thanks, 


or Bleſſing, according to the Inſtitution of 


our Lord. For tho' the Things which we 
conſecrate by Prayer, in our common Meals, 
may be alſo called bleſſed; in the full Extent 
of the Senſe of theſe Words; yet this Word 

C Bleſſing 
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Bleſſing is particularly made uſe of to ſigni 
ce in apt Religion, upon the —— 
of their Excellency. But becauſe, among 
the Jews themſelves, it was a common 
thing to make uſe of the Cup in certain Acts 
of their Religion; ſuch as was, for Exam- 
ple, that Cup of Salvation, which David 
lays, He will take to call upon the Name of 
the Lord; and that which the Fews drank 
of, after having bleſſed it in the Banquet of 
the Paſchal Lamb; the holy Apoſtle, to di- 
ſtinguiſh the ſacred Cup of Jeſus Chriſt from 
thoſe, to which the Name gf the bleſſed Cup 
may agree in ſome Senſe, adds again ex- 
preſsly, that it is the Cup which we bleſs : 
We, that is, the Chriſtians; not that which 
the Jeus conſecrate, nor that which the 
Heathens make uſe of in their Sacrifices ; 
but that which we, who are the Diſciples 
of Jeſus Chriſt, bleſs in our Aſſemblies, ac- 
cording to his Inftitution, From thence 
came the Name, which the antient Greek 
Chriſtians gave to the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper ; ſome calling it the Eucha- 
rift, that is, Thankſgiving ; others, the Eu- 
hogy, that is, Blefjing ; both in the fame 
Senſe ; upon the account of the giving of 
Thanks or Bleſſing, by which they dedicated 
and conſecrated the Elements of Bread and 
Wine to the Uſe of Religion, to be the Sa- 
craments of the Body and Blood of the 
Lord Jeſus. This is that which the * 
ys 
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 faysof the Cup; where every one knows 7 


well, without my telling him, that by z 
Cup he underſtands the Vine, which it con- 
tains; by a Form of Language common to 
all Nations. As to the other Part of this 
Sacrament, he calls it more properly, and 
without a Figure, the Bread which we break. 
The Bread of the antient Fews was flat and 
round, as are at this day our Cakes and our 
Wafers ; ſo that it was broken, and not cut. 
From whence it comes, that in the Writing 
of the Old Teſtament, you don't find in a- 
ny Place, that it is faid, 7p cut the Bread; 
but always conſtantly, t break it. And 
therefore the Jews Nil at this day, in their 
Diſperfions over Germany, 1taly, and elſe- 
where, tho', in their common Life, they 
make uſe of Loaves like to ours, according 
to the Faſhion of the Country they are in, 
do yet make their Loaves without Leaven, 
which they eat during the ſeven Days of 
their Paſſover, according to the antient 
Way, that is, flat and. round, which are 
broke, and not cut ; to repreſent, in this 
point, the Form of thoſe Cakes without 
Leaven, which their Fathers eat at the co- 
ming out of Egypt. The Lord Jeſus having 
then inſtituted his Supper, the ſame Evening 


that he eat the Paſſover, made uſe of in it. 


this fort of Bread, which the Jes eat at 
the Feaſt of their Lamb; that is, Bread 
which was broke and not cut. But as he 
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changed the Signification of it, giving it us 
for a Sign of his Body, and not for a Me- 
morial of the antient Bread of Egypt, ſuch 
as it was in the Sacrament of the Jeus; fo 
did he make uſe of in it breaking, for quite 
another End than before; to wit, to repre- 

ſent to us the dolorous Wounds, which 

broke and tore his ſacred Body an the Croſs; 

as is evident by the Relation of the Evange- 

liſts, For {hey obſerve expreſsly, that he 

broke the Bread which he gave to his Diſ- 
ciples ; and St. Paul relates, that, in giving 

1 Cor. zi. it to them, he ſays, This is my Body, æubich 
* is broken for you, This 1s preciſely that 
which the Apoſtle has an Eye to in this 

place, when he calls the Bread of our Lord's 
Supper, the Bread which we break; deſcri- 

bing it by that myſtical Breaking, which the 
Lord ordain'd, to agnify the Sufferings of 

his Body on the Croſs. For as to that which 
ſome take the Word here 7o break, for to 
diſtribute ; as if the Apoſtle would fay, the 
Bread which we diftribute ; that is an In- 
terpretation both uſeleſs and foreign to the 

Stife of the Apoſtles, on this Subject. I ſay, 

uſeleſs : For ſince all the Evangeliſts tell us, 
not only that the Lord diſtributed the Bread, 
but expreſsly, that he broke it; and ſince it 
is evident, that the Apoſtles did the fame, 
after his Example, as often as they celebra- 
ted the Lord's Supper ; what need is there 
to change the Senſe of the Word 70 break, 
| to 
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to refer it to that of the two Actions prac- 
tis d in this Sacrament, which it does not 
properly ſignify, and to take from it that 
which it does ſignify ? I fay alſo, that this 


Expoſition is foreign to the Stile of the ho- 


ly Writers on this Subject. For it is evi- 
ent, that in the Hiſtory of the Lord's Sup- 


per, to ſignify the Diſtribution of the facred 


Bread, they fay all, 1 gave it to his 
Diſciples; and that, by the Word 7o break, 
they ſignify another Action different from 


Diſtribution, Certainly then, we muſt alſo 


interpret St. Paulin the fame manner; and 


own, that when he ſays, that we break this 


facred Bread, he underſtands, as they, that 
we break it in reality ; and not barely, that 


we diſtribute it. Such is the Deſcription, 


which the Apoſtle gives us here of the two 
Signs, or Symbols of the Supper of the 
Lord ; one, which he calls the Cup, that is, 
the Wine, of Bleffing which we bleſs ; the 
other, which he calls, the Bread, which we 
break. In which you have to obſerve, that 
in two Words he confutes and overturns in- 
vincibly the prodigious Error of thoſe of 


Rome, who, againſt the Belief of the Sen- 


ſes, and of the Reaſon of all Men, pretend, 
that that which the Faithful receive at the 


Table of the Lord, is not Bread. St. Paul 


here plainly contradicts em; and, joining 


his Teſtimony to that of our Senſes, and of 
our Reaſon, cries loudly, that it is _ : 
The 
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The Bread, ſays he, which we break ; con- 
ſonant to that which he teaches again after, 


in the eleventh Chapter, in which he calls 


it Bread, three times. What can Error fay 
againit ſuch an expreſs fition ? Will it 
ſay, that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Bread, fuch 
as it is before it has been bleſſed and conſe- 
crated ? But how can that be, ſince he cries 
himſelf to the contrary, when he ſpeaks of 
the Cup, and, by conſequence alſo, gf. the 
Bread, | of Bleſſing, which wwe bleſs? and 
the Bread, which is the Commumion of : 
Body of Chrift# A Thing which evidently 
does not agree with the Bread, but after it 
is bleſs'd and conſecrated, and not before ? 
Will it ſay, that by Bread, he underſtands 


the Body of Chriſt, and not true Bread? 


But that cannot be neither. For the Bread, 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, is broken in 
the Lord's Supper; the Bread which ue 
break, fays he: Whereas the Body of Chriſt, 

impaſſible and glorious as it is, is not, nor 
can be broken upon their Altars, nor any 
where elſe. Add that the Apoſtle lays, that 
the Bread which he means, 7s the Commu- 
nication of the Body of Chriſt. Afluredly 
then, by this Bread he ſpeaks of, he does 
not mean the proper Body of Chriſt; fince 
neither he, nor any other Perſon in his Sen- 
ſes, would ſay, that the Body of the Lord is 
the Communication of the Body of the Lord ; 

there being no Ear fo dull, but preſently per- 


ceives 
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ceives the Impertinence of theſe Words. 
Not to add here, that this Expoſition thwarts 
the Maxims of Rome, making a Figure in 
the Words of this Sacrament; an extrava- 
gant and unuſual Figure, which, without 
any Colour or Appearance of Reafon, 'gives 
to the ſacred Body of our Lord the Name 
of Bread; that is, of a Thing with which 
it has no Communion nor Alliance; it not 
being made of Bread, nor cover'd or cloth'd 
with Bread, nor appointed to be the Sign of 
Bread. For whatever they may fay, it is e- 
vident, that the Body of Chriſt has never 
been Bread, which they pretend to make of 
it ; and that the Species, which they would 
have the Body of Chriſt to be vaild with in 
the Sacrament, are not Bread neither; un- 
leſs any one may be ſo filly, as to take Co- 
lours, and Roundneſſes, for Bread. Where- 
as, the Figure which we admit in this Caſe, 
and againſt which they declaim and make 
{ach a violent Noiſe, is not only reaſonable 
and well-grounded, but common and fa- 
miliar in the Language of God and of all 
Men, in which there is nothing more ordi- 
, than to give to a Sign the Name of 

the Thing, which it ſignifies; as we ſay the 
Lord has done in ſaying of Bread, the Sa- 
erament of his Body, This is my Body. Let 
the Authority of: the Apoſtle keep then, 
Believers, your Senſes, and your Reaſon from 
the Deluſion of Error. Whatever it ſays, 
don't, 
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don't be afraid of holding for Bread, that 
which the Apoſtle affirms to be Bread. Let 
not the Sentiments of your Nature be ſuſ- 
pected in a Caſe, in which they agree with 
the heavenly Voice of Paul. I own, that 
this Bread has ſomething, which Senſe is not 
a competent Judge of, For Senſe does not 
diſcern in it any thing but what Nature has 
put there; and not that which the Inſtitu- 
tion of the Lord has added to it. It's there 
that Faith muſt aſſiſt Senſe, not to deſtroy 
its Depoſition, but to raiſe and perfect it: 
Keep firmly to that which Senſe judges of 
this Subject, that it is truly Bread; but be- 
lieve alſo of this Bread, that which heavenl 
Truth only teaches you of it, and what Senſe 
cannot know, 7o wit, that this Bread is the 
holy and precious, and efficacious Sacrament 
of the Body of jeſus Chriſt. This is that 
which we muſt now conſider, to underſtand 
aright that which the Apoſtle adds, that 
this Cup of Bleſſing, which we bleſs, is the 
Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ; and that 
this Bread which we break, is the Communion 
of his Body. I will not ſtay here to obſerve, 
that a Latin Interpreter has render'd it Com- 
munication; becauſe, tho' he does not ſtick 
exactly to the Term of the Original, which 
ſignifies properly Communion, yet he is not 
far from the Senſe of it ; it being evident, 
that if we have Communion with the Blood 
and Body of the Lord, it muſt of neceſſity 
be 
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be by the Communication which is made 
us of it. Only we have two Things to 
clear; one, what is this Communion or 
Communication of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of; the 
other, how it may be faid, that the Bread 
of the Lord's Supper is the Communion 
or Communication of his Body, and the 
Cup that of his Blood. For the firſt. 
Point, we muſt, before all things, baniſh 
from hence the groſs Imagination of thoſe, 
who, by the Communication of the Body 
and Blood of the Lord, underſtand that we 
receive all entire in our Mouths, and in 
our Stomachs, that fame carnal Maſs and 
Subſtance of the Body of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which was heretofore nail'd to the Croſs, 
and which is now in Heaven. This is a 
Thought fo ſtrange, and fo contrary to all 
the Lights of Nature and of Grace, that 
it is a Wonder it ſhould enter at all into 
the Mind of any Chriſtian Man. For 
this Communication of the Body of Chriſt 
which it ſuppoſes, is evidently both im- 
poſſible, and uſeleſs, and indecent, and 
foreign to the Words of our Apoſtle in 
this place. I fay firſt, impoſſible; not 
only becauſe the Body of Chriſt is in 
Heaven, and we are on Earth; becauſe it 
is a Body which has the Greatneſs and 
Extenſion of a true human Body, conſe- 
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quently incapable of. being held in our 
Mouth, and in our Stomach ; but alſo, 
becauſe the Body and Blood of Chriſt 
ought to be communicated to us, the one 
broken, and the other ſhed ſeparately the 
one from the other ; as it appears by the 
Words of all the Evangeliſts. And yet 
it is certain, and confeſſed by all Chriſti- 
ans, that it is abſolutely impoſſible, that 
the Body of the Lord ſhould ever be in 
ſuch a State, I fay, in the ſecond place, 


that this Sort of Communication, ſuppo- 


ſing it was poſſible, as it is not, would be 
nevertheleſs uſeleſs. For of what uſe 
would it be to us, to have the Body of 
Chriſt in our Stomachs, the way they 
imagine? It is clear, that tho! we ſhould 
touch it, that would be to us of no uſe 
for Piety. For it is the Merit, the Sacri- 
fice, and the Virtue of this divine Body, 
which ſaves us, and not its Maſs or car- 
nal Subſtance; in regard of which, con- 
ſider'd by it ſelf and apart, we muſt un- 
derſtand that which the Lord ſays, that the 
Fleſh profiteth nothing ; that it is the Spi- 
rit, that quickneth. But tho' the taking 
of the proper Subſtance of this Body might 
be of uſe to us, that would be of no uſe 


for the Communication which they ima- 
gine, ſince they ſuppoſe that the Body of 
Chriſt, ſuch as it is delivered to them by 

the 
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the Miniſters of their Altars, neither 
touches, nor is touch'd, nor exerciſes any 
other Action ſuitable to its Nature. I 
have faid, in the third place, that this 
Sort of Communication is indecent. For 
who does not ſee, how ill agrees with 
the State of ſovereign Glory, Jeſus Chriſt 
is now in, that horrible Indignity to which 
they ſubject him, lodging his divine and 
heavenly Body, in the Baſeneſſes of our 
Earth, in the Filthineſſes of our Stomachs, 
in the Bowels of Impious and Hypocrites; 
oftentimes even, O Horror! in the Bellies of 
the moſt vile Animals? Is this the Throne, 
is this the Palace of the Glory of that 
reat and ſovereign Monarch, the King of 

en and Angels? I know that he debas'd 
himſelf heretofore; tho, to ſpeak the 
Truth, he never deſcended ſo far, not e- 
ven in the Time of his greateſt Humilia- 
tion, But the Days of his Fleſh are 
paſs d: He has ſuffer d; but once. He 
is now, and will be eternally in the State 
of his Glory. In fine, I fay, that this I- 
magination does not fuit with the Words 
of the Apoſtle. For that which he fays 
expreſsly, that the Blood of Chriſt is com- 
municated to us, has no place in the Fan- 
cies of Error, which fuppoſes indeed, that 
his Body is delivered to us all entire; but 
yet owns, that his Blood remains ſhut up 
| D 2 in 
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in his Veins. If that is ſo, he ought to 


fay only, that his Body is communicated 


to us; the Body, as they ſay, compre- 
hending alſo neceſſarily the Blood. Vet 


the Apoſtle does not do ſo. Beſides that 
which he ſays, that we have the Commu- 
nication of his Body, he ſays moreover, 
that we have the Communication of his 
Blood; underſtanding evidently, that it is 
communicated to us, as being ſeparated 
from the Body, as being ſhed out of his 


Veins. And then, you'll fay to me, howſhall 


we underſtand this Communion, or Commu- 
nication of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ? 

DEAR BRETHREN, if we had no 
Communion but with Things and Per- 
ſons, the Body of which we receive. pro- 
perly and ſubſtantially, it would be diffi- 
cult for me to reſolve this Queſtion, But 
who does not know that this Communion 
extends much farther? And that it is a 
moſt pertinent Way of ſpeaking, to ſay, 
that the Things have been communicated 
to us, whoſe Fruit we have taken, or 
whoſe Impreſſion and Effect we have re- 
ceiv'd, tho' we have not receiv'd the Maſs 
and Subſtance itſelf of them. I will not 
go far to prove this; for the Apoſtle, in 
the next Verſe but bne to our Text, ſays 
expreſsly, and with the ſame Word, which 
he has uſed here, that they which eat the 


Sacri- 
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Sacrifices of Iſrael, communicated of the ' Cor- x. 

Altar. And that which he ſays again, 

two Verſes lower, ſuppoſes evidently, 

that thoſe who eat the Sacrifices of Hea- 

thens; communicated with Devils : for it Kowevii- 

is ſo in the Original in both Places; and 

this is that which our Bibles have ren- 

der'd, that they were Partakers of them. 

Is there any one ſo ſilly as to imagine, 

that the firſt eat all the Maſs of the Altar 

of - Feruſalem, and the ſecond the proper 

Subſtance - of Devils? But if every one 

knows, that this would be mere Madneſs 

to underſtand it thus, I beſeech you, what 

Reaſon is there, to take for the proper 

and real eating of the Fleſh of the Lord, 

that which the Apoſtle ſays in the ſame 

Place, and in the ſame Manner, and with 

the ſame Word, that we communicate of 

his Body and of his Blood? The firſt com- 

municated of the Altar of Teruſalem, as | 

they had part in the typical Sanctification | 

and Expiation of the Sins it procur'd, and ? 

in the Society of the Religion to which 

it was conſecrated ; - and the others commu- ö 

nicated of Devils, as they receiv'd in them 

the Pollution of their Idolatry, and the 

Impreſſions of Error and Impiety, with 

which they amus'd Men. Let us fay 

then in like manner, and upon the Pattern 

of theſe Examples of the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf, 
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ſelf, that we communicate of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, as we receive the 
Fruit and Acquiſition of the divine Sa- 
crifice, in which Jeſus Chriſt ſhed that 
Blood, and in which he offer'd that Bo- 
dy upon the Croſs. And what are the 
Fruits of this divine Sacrifice, if not, as 
every one knows, the Expiation of our 
Crimes, the Remiſſion of our Sins, the 
Lights, and Sanctification, and Peace, 
and Conſolation of the Spirit, with the 
Hope, and after that alſo the Enjoyment 
of a happy and glorious Immortality ? 
Thisis, My BRETHREN, that which 
Jeſus Chriſt communicates to us; this 
is that which we receive of him veril 
and indeed, if we are truly his Belie- 
vers. This is, without all doubt, the ho- 
ly and divine Communion- of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, which the Apoſtle 
underſtands here; not only poſſible, and 
uſeful and decent, but eaſy, and neceflary 
and worthy, whether of the Glory of 
this Sovereign Lord, or of our Faith and 
of our Condition, I own, that by this 
Communication, which the Lord gives us 
of his Benefits, there is made between 
him and us a real Union by means of his 
Spirit; which being in him as in the Head, 
and in us as in his Members, ties and u- 
nites us moſt cloſely together, not making 


of 
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of him and of us, but one and the ſame 
myſtical Body; almoſt in the ſame man- 
ner as the Rays of the Sun unite with it 
all Bodies, that enjoy its Light. In this 
ſenſe, and in this reſpect, we own that 
we have Communion with the Subſtance 
of Chriſt; not immediately, as if we 
touch d it ſelf, but mediately, and only by 
the Interpoſition of his Spirit, which is 
the common Band which ties us to him. 


But it is clear, that this Communion does 


not infer, either the real Preſence of the 
Subſtance of Jeſus Chriſt here below on 
the Earth, nor any of the Abſurdities which 


follow from it, 


It remains, that we ſpeak a Word 
or two, how the Bread and the Wine 
of the holy Supper, are this Commu- 
nication of the Body and of the Blood 
of Chriſt. All agree, that the Apoſtle 
means, that they are the Means of it, in 
the ſame manner that he fays elſewhere, 
that the Goſpel is the Power of God unto 
Salvation, to every one that believeth; that 
is, that it is the Means, or Inſtrument, 
which the Power of God makes uſe of to 
fave us, Here then, in like manner, he 
means, that this ſacred Bread and Wine, 
are the Means which God makes uſe of to 


communicate to us the Body and Blood of 


his 
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his Son, in the ſenſe we have explain'd it. 

For the Sacraments are not naked and vain 

Pictures of the divine Grace. The Lord 

accompanies his Inſtitutions, and preſents 

in them the things which they ſignify, 

performing them inwardly, by virtue of 

his Spirit, in the Souls of thoſe who take 

them worthily, and with fitting Diſpoſi- 

tions. It is thus that the Apoſtle ſays of 

Baptiſm, that thoſe that receive it, put on 

Gal. ii, Chriſt; that they are buried in it, and riſen 

27. -with him. This is not that the Water of 

* HBaptiſm has any Power, either natural, or 

acquir'd, inclos'd in its Subſtance, which 

may be capable of theſe great Effects. But 

they are attributed to it, becauſe the di- 

vine Virtue, which accompanies it in con- 

ſequence of its Inſtitution, produces them 

infallibly in all thoſe, . who are baptiz'd 

with true Faith. Here, in like manner, 

in taking the Bread and Wine of the holy 

Supper, we receive the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt ; that is, the Fruits of his Body and 

of his Blood facrific'd for us; and, as the 

; Cor. xii. Apoſtle ſpeaks, we have been made to 

:3 drink into one Spirit; not that the Sub- 

ſtance of this Body and of this Blood, or 

at leaſt their natural Virtue, may be inclu- 

ded, either in theſe Elements, or under 

their Accidents; as Error has diverſly 

imagin'd: bat becauſe God, who is con- 

ſtant 
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ſtant and immutable, communicates to 
us according to the Truth of his Inſtitu- 


tion, and of his Word, the ſpiritual Graces 


which he promiſes us by theſe Symbols. 
This is, BeLoveD BRETHREN, the 

Inſtruction which St. Paul gives us in 

this Text, upon the Subject of that Sup- 


per of the Lord, for the Celebration of 


which we are here aſſembled. From 
whence we have to learn, how great and 
venerable the Myſtery of it is: For that 
Body, which the Lord would communi- 


cate to us in it, 1s not „ Canned 


and moſt precious B Body of a 


God, form'd by the . of the eternal 


Spirit, the Arch and Temple of his ſove- 
reign and adorable Divinity, where he 
dwells, not in Shadow, or in Figure, but 
in Deed, and in Truth; it is again, be- 
fides all that, a Body facrific'd for the 
Salvation of Mankind, the e ory Vic- 
tim of all our Crimes, which has appeas'd 
Heaven, and pac cify'd the Earth, which 
has fatisfy'd the Juſtice of the Father, 
and has open'd the Throne of Grace 
to Men; the only Spring of Lite, and 
the inexhauſtible Treaſure of all true 
good Things ; ; and that - Blood, which 
came out of it, is the Propitiation of 
our Sins, the Ranſom of our Liberty, 
the Purgation of our Souls, the Joy of 
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our Conſciences. That Bloo has e extin- 
guiſh'd our Hell, and drown' | our Curſe 
and ſwallow'd, up all oi r, nemics, _ "And 
the Sacrifice, in which this Body has been 
offer d, and in which this Blood has been 
ſhed, is a Miracle of Loye,. the Maſter- 
piece of the Wiſdom, : d of. the Len 
neſs of God, e Ap Fi of Angels, 
and the deen of Men. . 5 18 ne- 
thing in the Bowels of the Earth „ Dor, 15 
the Wondets of Heaven, that ma 
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ſpect; with a Devotion 3 in Wi 
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Meannefs of the Sie gns; "conſider chie 
47 fine and” Wine Truths to he 
_ The Veſſels are of Earth. ; 
29 th Tteaſure, which is preſented 
you in them, is heavenly, " Notwithſtand- 
ing all that ſeeming Weakiiefs which y you 
ſee in the Symbols, and. in the Miniſters 
of this Grace, if you come to it as you. 

ought, you will receive in it that — 
the Earth nieder ſaw, and that which be i8 
the 
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the moſt precious now in Heaven, Y 
will find in it every one the Remedy of 
Evil ;. the Sinner, the. Remiſſion of 
is Crimes; the Afflicted, the Conſolation 
of his Pains; the Weak, the iner 
of his Faith. For there is no Crime, w 
the Blood of our Lord may not put out, 
no Trouble which it may not ſweeten, no 
Deſpair, which it may not cure, no Infir- 
mity, - it may not ſtren gthen. Re- 
ſolve only to preſent to God, a Heart o- 
pen by the Senſibilities of a true Repen- 
tance, fir by the Fire of an ardent Faith; 
a Heart aſham'd of its Miſery, and hun- 
ing after heavenly Grace. 1 is to thoſe 
that are thus diſpos d, that he communi- 
cates the Body and Blood of his dear Son; 
otherwiſe you will have no ſhare in this 
Myſtery. If the Miniſter gives you the 
Sacrament of it, God will wet give you 
the Reality of it; and to receive the Sa- 
crament without the Reality of it, is to 
take one's Condemnation ; is to increaſe, 
and not to cure his ill State. 

But, I hope, BerLoved BreETHREN, 
that this divine Banquet will be falutary 
to us all; and I pray the Lord, that by 
his Grace it may be ſo. | 


Let us conſider next, the End of the 
Apoſtle in this Inſtruction. 
E 2 He 
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He repreſents, to the Corinthians, the 
Communion they have of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, to draw them from all 
manner of Communion with Heathen 
Idolatries ; as we have faid at the Begin- 
ning: laying it down for a certain and e- 
vident Principle, and which he makes 
themſelves Judges of, that the Commu- 


nion of two Things ſo contrary, are in- 


compatible one with the other. 

Believers, dire& the Favour which the 
Lord does you to-day, to this ſame end. 
Reſpect that Body and that Blood of his 
Son, which he communicates to you ; 
and beware you, eſpecially, of mixing 
ſuch a precious Treaſure in the Filthineſſes 
not only of Idolatry, but alſo of all other 
Vices. Keep the Hearts pure and unpol- 
luted, in which Jeſus Chriſt is pleas'd to 
dwell. Let not the World, and the Fleſh, 
and the old Serpent, have any Acceſs into 
'em. Remember, that this Body and this 
Blood of the Lord, which are communi- 
cated to you, have been facrificed for you ; 
and that it would be a horrible Sacrilege 
to prophane, or betray to his Enemies, 
the Hearts and Members, which he has 
fanctify'd and redeem'd with ſo great a 
Price, Have always before your Eyes 
that myſtical Table, to which the Lord 
Invites yuu, and at which he will treat 


you 
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you to-day. That will form you, if you 


think ſeriouſly of it, to all the Duties 


both of Piety towards him, and of Cha- 


rity towards your Neighbours, | For, as 
to him, ſince he is ſo good, as to have 
given us his own Son, and to have deli- 


vered him up to Death for us, and to com- 


municate to us eternal Life in his Body 
and Blood ; judge, if it is not reaſonable, 
that we ſhould love him with all our 
heart, and that we ſhould conſecrate to 
his Glory, and to the Obedience of his 
Will all our Nature, which he has cre- 
ated, and redeem'd and preſerv'd, and pre- 
par'd for a happy Immortality, after ſuch 
an admirable Manner, And as for our 
Neighbours, judge again if - it is not juſt, 
that we ſhould imitate, towards them, the 
Beneficence and Charity which this great 
and ſovereign Lord has us'd towards us. 
He has pardon'd us a thouſand and a 
thouſand Crimes worthy of Hell ; he has 
not only pardon'd us them ; he has waſh'd 
them in his own Blood. After that, how 
can you have the heart not to pardon 
your Brethren ? to be hard and inexorable 
to them? to get from them two or three 
Pence which they owe you, you to whom 
your common Maſter has remitted many 
Talents? How are you not afraid of the 
Condemnation of that cruel and wicked 

Servant 
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Servant of: the Evangelical Parable ? We 
were the Encinics of Jeſus Chriſt, and yet 


he has lov'd. us, And died for- U. How 


are we not aſham d to offend, and uſe ill, 
not bur Enemies, tho after ſuch an exam- 
ple, that is even unworthy of us, - but our 
Brethren, our Fleſh, ' and our Blood, Per- 
fons to whom: Nature and Grace have u- 
nited us in the cloſeſt manner ? Inſtead of 
being but one Body, and ore myſtical 
Bread, form'd in the Blood of Chriſt, a- 
nimated by his Spirit, united and tied by 
a holy Concord, we tear one another, 
and ſcandalize the Church and the World 
by our unha Quarrels. Jeſus Chriſt 
has given us his Fleſh and His Blood, and 
his Spirit, and his Heaven, and his 
Eternity; having receivd ſo much of 
him, judge if we can, without the black- 
eſt Ingratitude that ever was, refuſe him 
thoſe ſmall Alms, which he demands of 
us for his poor Members? He has given 
us the Bread of Heaven ; ſhall we not give 
him ſome Crumbs of that of the Earth? 
He has made us drink in his royal Cup; 
ſhall we not give him ſome of a Glaſs of 
Water? He has been liberal to us of all 
the Treaſures of Immortality and Glory ; 
ſhall we be ſparing to him of ſome Pence, 
which he has need of for the uſe of his 
Sanctuary? No, Dear BRETHREN, 
we 
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we will not uſe him ſo; God keep us 
from it; for ſuch an extreme Ingratitude 
cannot eſcape an extreme Puniſhment: 
But being overcome and ſoften'd by the 

infinite Love and Beneficence of the Son 
of God, we ſhall love him and receive him 
into us; and being chang'd into the Na- 
ture of this heavenly Food, which he is 
going to communicate to us at his Table, 
and being transfarm'd into his Body and 
into his Blood, we ſhall be from thence- 
forth, if it pleaſes him, his new Creatures, 
worthy of his Name, and of his Heritage, 
walking here below in his Purity, in his 
Charity, in his Humility, and in all man- 
ner of Sanctification of his Spirit, to have 
Part hereafter, according to the Order of 
his Good-Pleaſure, in his Eternity, and in 

his Glory, So be it. 
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